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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 9’s Lions

Chadderton Park Lions 
V
Wardle Warriors B Away  Date : 18.04.09 
Team

Alex Knight, 

Callum Pollard, George Lengden,

Lewis Unwin, Joe Gregory, Josef Rimmer, 

Ethan Rigney, Luke Smith, Andrew Gregory.
Our last league game of the season had seemed a long time coming. With The Lions knowing that a win would guarantee first place in the league, (on points, goals scored, goal difference, record against and anything else you can possibly think of), I was confident that their growing confidence and great ability would see them calmly through.

After beating them at home narrowly, we knew that we had to be on top of our game right from the beginning. The match started well for us and we began threading the ball from wing to wing superbly. Since Christmas, the defence has been almost indestructible with a spread of belief surging through each player in their attitude towards winning and not conceding. The crowd only had to look upon man of the match, Josef Rimmer, sliding into the tackle to dispossess their forward in the first half and Lewis Unwin slotting into defence whenever needed to see this. Pride in their performance as a team has become integral to the attitude and success of The Lions this year.

Wardle’s keeper was having another incredible game and it took a determined effort from Josef to give us a deserved 1 – 0 half time lead. The Lions hadn’t put a foot wrong and the focus in their eyes during the half time talk showed the management that they were not going to let this lead slip.

The second half saw few chances for Wardle but many for Chaddy. However, it wasn’t until midway through the second half that Josef got on the score sheet again to give us the cushion we merited. Then, with the boys in full flow, it was no surprise to see Lewis force a third goal home from a deflected shot and give The Lions the three points which see them sit proudly at the top of the division. 

Alex was again excellent in his decision making, (even letting one through his legs and saving it on the line to entertain the crowd), and was as pleased as anyone with another clean sheet. Two goals conceded since Christmas show the quality of the team at the back now. George was hard in the tackle and classy with his passing once possession was won. Callum swept the ball from defence to midfield when called upon, stroking the ball out wide. Joe Gregory had one of his best games of the season, winning virtually every tackle and showing a dogged determination not to be knocked off the ball by his much taller counter part. Keeping his head, he almost scored yet another goal of the season, thumping the bar with a delicious volley. Up front, Luke ran effectively, pulling the defenders in different directions and opening the space for the midfield. Ethan was unlucky not to score from a corner, just missing his header from one of many superb corners delivered by Joe Greg. Andrew was also unlucky not to score as he showed great discipline in staying in his position up front, and nearly had a goal during a penalty scramble.

We may still have one game left in a play off, but we are the League winners. As I said on Saturday, and I’m sure I speak for Mark and Roy, it has been a privilege to manage you all this season. The progress you have all made has been stunning and your attitude has been first class. You richly deserve this achievement and I can’t wait for next season.

Another big thank you goes to the parents. Thanks for putting up with dodgy directions, wrong grounds and early Saturdays, but most of all for your positive and encouraging support which I’m sure has helped the lads develop the way they have this year.  Lenny

Final score  Won 3 : 0

Scorers :  Josef Rimmer 2, Lewis Unwin 

Man of the Match:  Josef Rimmer

