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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 10’s Lions

Chaddy Park Lions V Chaddy Grasshoppers Red   Away   Date :13.05.10
Team

Alex Knight, Callum Pollard, George Lengden,

Lewis Unwin, Josef Rimmer, Joe Gregory, 

Ethan Rigney, Luke Smith, Andrew Gregory, Luke Evans
This was a game that in a funny way I had been dreading, as it would be the very last competitive match that The Lions squad would play together. After four years of training, playing, tournaments, pantomimes and holidays, this game would represent all of the hard work and effort that everyone connected with the Under 10’s had put in, since a group of five and six year old boys turned up at Clayton Playing Fields in Summer 2005 wanting to learn how to play football.

Chaddy Grasshoppers had turned us over 8-1 in a cup game at the start of the season, but we had redeemed ourselves with a well fought out 1-1 draw just after Christmas. It seemed like it was going to be another close game as the match kicked off. That was until 20 seconds into proceedings, when Luke Evans sprinted past 3 of their players, tempted the goalie away from the near post by shaping to cross and then slammed the ball from a tight angle into the net. What a start! If the crowd thought that was good, the next 25 minutes were almost perfection. Every Chadderton Park Lions player performed to the absolute maximum of their ability. They crunched into tackles, skipped past players as if they weren’t there, judged passes perfectly when switching play or laying it off. It was a dream showing from the lads. 

By half time, we were 6-0 up. Incredible! Another well taken goal from Luke Evans, two classics from Lewis Unwin, finding the corners of the goal each time, and another for the poacher supreme, Andrew Gregory, completed a stunning first half performance that had left the opposition shell-shocked.

The half time talk was a little tricky. The boys were buzzing, but they had to make sure that they maintained their focus and hunger in the second half and finish the match off.

Grasshoppers did indeed come out and play for their pride, which is a great credit to their boys. However, The Lions were not going to let their night be spoilt and kept a clean sheet through great tackling from Callum, George, Ethan and Joe, and some brilliant goalkeeping from Alex Knight, earning him the man of the match award. Joe Gregory was desperately unlucky not to score, shaving a post after some great footwork, whilst Luke Smith and Josef Rimmer went close on several occasions. Our final goal was late on in the second half. The proverbial cherry on the cake was placed by Andrew Gregory, completing the third ‘brace’ of the game with a gloriously timed lob over the stranded keeper. Outstanding! 

This was a final performance which had everything you could wish for; skill, flair, grit, determination, intelligence and goals galore! 

A big thank you to all the parents and grandparents this year. You support has been first class and a constant encouragement to the boys. Thank you to everyone who has gotten down to the pitch earlier to help set up the goals on the cold winter mornings. Thanks also to Callum, our captain, for his wonderful gesture of giving his team mates a trophy, (nice touch). Also, a big thank you to Roy and Mark. As Roy said at the end of the game, “It’s been emotional!”

Final score won 7:0 !

Man of the Match:  Alex Knight

Scorers: Luke Evans (2) Lewis Unwin (2) Andrew Gregory (2) Josef Rimmer

Lenny 

