Match Report
Chadderton Park Eagles –v- Unsworth Demons

Saturday 13 September 2008 kick off 11.30 am
Result Won 3-1

Team:- Joel, Michael, Ben, Mackenzie, Hashim, Jake & Luke

The first game of the season and fixture congestion reins! The League somehow have us playing at home when we should be away. However, the opposition agreed to a later kick off time of 11.30 am and for the game to be played at Unsworth Demons.

Training for the first game had gone very well but en route to the ground we managed to lose Hashim on the M60 and started the game with only six players. However, Hashim arrived like “International Rescue” shortly after the game started so we had a full compliment of seven players. 

The team had all played together for two seasons except for Michael who was making his debut in defence. 

It was a very sunny day and the team played very well from Joel through to Jake & Luke up front. Jake started the game in lightning fashion scoring two very good goals through team play and good finishing. Tackles were flying in and 50/50 challenges were being made into 70/30 in our favour. The grass was too long for our passing game to be in full evidence but our skill level was very high with all players attempting to take players on and playing neat passes where possible.

Half Time – 2 – 0 

The second half saw Unsworth Demons coming in to the game more and our defence was under pressure as they utilised the slight slope to their advantage. Last ditch challenges from Ben and Michael and some good saves from Joel kept the opposition out, until a two on one situation saw a goal for Unsworth Demons despite Joel getting a good hand to the shot.

This galvanised the team in to moving up a gear and Hashim and Mackenzie started running through their midfield and defence at will. The Alamo then ensured on the Unsworth goal. Shot after shot was saved by all parts of the keeper’s body, off the line, the post. Without their keeper we would have reached double figures!!

It was only a matter of time before their keeper was beaten and Luke finished another flowing move when the keeper was unable to hold a shot and a poacher’s finish saw the score line have a look of respectability. 

The game finished with a 3-1 victory and a very good start to the season. As all coaches say, “we’re taking one game at a time”.
Man of the Match – Hashim
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