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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 8’s Griffins 

Chadderton Park Griffins

V
Middleton Lads
(Away)

Date : 24th October 2009
Squad

Jake Kennedy, James Wild, Callum Atkinson

Luke Casey, Lucas Trickett, Alexander Wild

James Tuohy, Christopher Hurst, Morgan Fox

With a full squad available for the first time since the opening match of the season, a full strength Griffins travelled away for a match against Middleton Lads.  Following defeats in the last two matches and knowing Middleton would be strong opponents, a good performance from the Griffins would be needed this time out.

The match began with both teams evenly matched.  Some excellent hard work from Lucas and James T in the Griffins midfield prevented Middleton from making any clear chances and limited them to trying to score from long shots.  These were no problem for Jake playing in goal and he performed brilliantly with a fine display of goalkeeping.  Now growing in confidence, the Griffins started to pass the ball around and it was no surprise when they took the lead through Christopher with a calm finish when put through on goal with only the goalkeeper to beat, one nil.  Soon after the Griffins were unlucky not to be two ahead when Christopher through on goal again, was tackled from behind and brought down just as he was going to shoot.  To the surprise of everyone, only a goal kick was awarded.  As Middleton came back into the match, a free kick was awarded on the edge of Griffins area.  So close to goal, Jake had no chance as Middleton managed to score through a crowd of players direct from the free kick.  As a result the Griffins went into half time having played superbly with the score at 1-1.

The second half the Griffins were even better.  Playing in defence the captain Luke and James W were unbeatable and won nearly every tackle they went for.  Alexander on as a substitute gave a fantastic tackling midfield performance getting back to help out his defence and win the ball when needed.  He combined this with then finding a pass to one of his teammates.  As the half continued, the Griffins forced numerous chances created by Callum showing great effort and commitment in the centre of midfield.  It was his excellent passes that allowed Morgan to break clear and cause the Middleton defence problems with his runs stopped only by last ditch tackles and clearances.  The match ended with the Griffins on top and pressing for the winner but Middleton held on for the draw.

A great all round team performance for the Griffins meant there were a few candidates for man of the match.  Special mentions to Jake for agreeing to play the whole match in goal and saving all of Middleton’s long shots, Callum for hard work in midfield, Luke and James W for a solid defence and Christopher for some great front play rewarded with a goal.  But the man of the match went to Alexander for a brilliant performance coming on as substitute and changing the course of the game.  The commitment and tackles he won stopped Middleton from being able to play and as a result the Griffins were able to push forward in search of a winner.

Well done to all the lads for a great effort showing how well we can play when everyone tries their hardest. 

Final score:

Drew 1 - 1  


Scorers:

Christopher Hurst

Man of the match:
Alexander Wild

