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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 11’s Cobras

Chadderton Park  v 
 Moston Valley
  Home 
Date :  28/2/10
Team

Adam Fisher (Capt.) Matt Cunninham, Cameron Horner,  Thomas Dean, Aaron Clegg, Pat Hollywood, Sam Jackson, Alex Ralphs, Clayton Thomas, Connor Evans, Ellis Jenner

Subs: James Stott, James Ashton, James Collins, Sam Carr, Daniel Woodcock

On a cold, windy field behind the remains of an abandoned school in Chadderton, the boys in yellow met to do battle with Moston Valley and make amendments for the previous encounter with today’ opponents.

But alas, after a riveting team talk from Ken, the boys were 0-2 down within the first ten minutes. This was not the start anyone had envisaged. Both the goals had come about from bad positioning and a breakdown in communication. But the Chaddy Park spirit was not broken and Moston’s 2-goal lead seemed to spur them on into regrouping and going on the attack.

Chaddy Park went on the attack straight from the whistle, cheers of “Come on Chaddy” from the sideline seemed to fill them with confidence and before long Connor Evans found himself unmarked and in front of goal. Fulfilling his potential in front of goal he slotted the ball past the Moston keeper and in a matter of minutes Chaddy were back in the game, 1-2.

Moments later and Chaddy were back on the break, Moston now finding it hard to get past the brick wall centre midfield combination of Patrick Hollywood and Sam Jackson. On the rare occasion they did work their way through I can only imagine the disheartening feeling when they then realised they had the equally formidable paring of Captain, Adam Fisher and Cameron Horner to get past. Chaddy were now pressing Moston more and more, effectively pinning them into their own half until a scramble in the box ensued and Connor found himself once again putting the ball in the back of the net and levelling the score, 2-2.

Moston had now come to realise that they were playing a team who would not back down and settle for defeat and despite shouts on and off the pitch for every decision to go against Chaddy, the boys didn’t let this affect them and continued to push forward.

Clayton, this time, after causing many problems already for the Moston defence worked his way into the box and was ready to let loose one of his trademark bullet shots only to be brought down; there was no question about it and the ref pointed to the spot.

Right back Matthew Cunningham stepped up to take it and with a coolness that most Premiership players don’t have he blasted the ball into the opposite corner to the keeper and Chaddy were in the lead, 3-2. 

Throughout the half Chaddy demonstrated their skill when it came to passing and moving. On one such occasion an early ball out wide to Matt, on the right from Ellis, led to him breaking forward.  When he was faced with a member of the opposition he simply turned and played the ball back to Adam. Adam then began to push forward and the previously mentioned member of the opposition fancied his chances in winning the ball from the Captain.  However, he simply knocked it back to Matt. As he closed in on Matt winger Aaron Clegg made a break up the wing and Matt clipped a perfect ball down the wing to him. The member of the opposition, evidently tired with chasing the ball, gave up and resigned himself to a rest in midfield.

Aaron broke free with a pace that the Moston full back just couldn’t match to cross the ball into the Moston box but alas there was no yellow shirt on the end of it. Aaron again had proved (if further proof was needed) his skill and determination out on the wing.

As the first half was coming to an end, Moston may have hoped for things to ease up but as we all know that is not the Chaddy Park way and this time it was James Collins who was in front of goal to force home that Chaddy Park were here to prove a point, 4-2.

2nd Half

The 2nd half began much the same as the first had ended with Chaddy Park going forward with confidence and skill. They pinged the ball from left to right in a series of passes that left the Moston midfield and defence flabbergasted. This carried on for most of the second half as Chaddy forced more attacks on the despairing Moston defence. And after a series of such attacks James Collins found himself with the ball at his feet, skipping past his marker he forced his way into the box to send a curving shot out of reach of the keeper’s fully stretched arms to push Chaddy further into the lead, 5-2.

Moston did not take this well and were starting to get frustrated by Chaddy’s skill which lead to some hard and wild tackles, one a two footed challenge of Daniel Woodcock where the Moston player should have been shown red. But Danny (just like his team mates) is a yellow and green warrior and he got up and got stuck in, just as hard as the attackers.

Moston were desperate to try and equal things up and they began to force play forward. They did manage to break through a couple of times but Ellis or his centre halves were able to stop them, except for one time. The Chaddy Park style of play and positioning had become very relaxed, either due to over confidence or a lack of concentration that had allowed Moston to break through and score, 5-3.

This goal, which was against the run of play, shook Chaddy back into continuing the hard work until the final whistle.

Chaddy began to rain more shots down on the Moston goal with James Ashton proving what a nuisance he can be to defenders, battling through with great skill and strength.

In the dying minutes of the game, Connor found himself in front of the sticks again and to finally settle the game and to earn himself a hat trick, he buried the ball firmly in the Moston net, 6-3.

As the final whistle blew Chaddy Park could leave the field of play feeling very good about themselves in a game where (apart from the first ten minutes) they had worked hard and played with confidence and skill, backed by the ever-present Chaddy Park determination. Good performances all round with Ellis, more often than not on the mark and in position. The back four worked throughout as a solid unit, Matt proving his skill going forward as well as coming back, Adam and Cameron (and later Sam Jackson) proving the centre halves, are quite literally, no pushover. Thomas Dean and later Daniel Woodcock proved their effectiveness at left back, with Daniel pushing forward on many occasions. The midfield was a constant, forward-pushing, unstoppable tank today, whether it came from the centre with Patrick Hollywood and Sam Jackson or from Aaron Clegg, Alex Ralphs or the ever- deadly Sam Carr on the wing. The strikers poured out their vengeance on Moston today with Clayton Thomas, Connor Evans, James Collins and James Ashton all having strong performances. Today’s subs all entered the game of play and firmly made their mark, with strong performances coming from James Stott, James Ashton, Sam Carr, James Collins and Daniel Woodcock. 
All in all it was a good, strong, determined performance from the boys today, except for the first ten minutes! In future boys can you save Ken, Andy, me and your parents the stress and start playing right from the whistle, no more going 2-0 down before you pick up your performance! One day you just might not come back from it!

Final score won 6 - 3

Scorers :  Connor Evans 3, James Collins 2, Matt Cunningham

Man of match : Sam Jackson

