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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 11 Cobras - Manchester County Cup – 2nd round
Chadderton Park  v 
 AFC Stanley
  Home 
Date :  22/11/09
Team

Jordan Davenport, Aaron Clegg, Ellis Orchard, Sam Jackson, Matthew Cunningham,

 James Collins, Clayton Thomas, Connor Evens, Daniel Woodcock,

 Ciaran Collins, Adam Fisher (Capt.)

Subs: James Stott, Sam Carr, Thomas Dean, Patrick Hollywood, Alex Ralphs

The dry weather that we have had this week came to an end (typically) at weekend, just in time for football. There were dark clouds, rain and a cold wind to prove that only an Englishman could invent a winter sport that requires the players to run around in shorts!

Finally the 2nd round of the Manchester County cup was going to be played at the FOURTH attempt, after three weeks of called off games due to this lovely autumn weather.  The game started possibly in the most disastrous way it could have. Within seconds of the kick off Chaddy Park found themselves under pressure from AFC Stanley and stunned by such an early attack, didn’t put in any challenges and didn’t seem to know were they should be positioned to cover the goal.  The inevitable happened and Chaddy went 0-1 down so early on, that even the AFC Stanley supports were left ‘open mouthed’.

Heads were down, but as we all know the Chaddy Park spirit cannot be broken that easily!

Chaddy Park spent the next few minutes fighting off attacks from AFC Stanley, who thought the game would now be a walkover, before they managed to break through and Clayton took the first Chaddy Park strike on goal.

Chaddy Park then tried to push further up the field and into the opposition’s half, with AFC Stanley doing the same the game played out into a middle of the field battle. Until AFC Stanley managed to break through, skipping passed three Chaddy Park challenges before crossing a low shot that found its way between Ellis and the upright for their second goal, 0-2. The second goal seemed to spur Chaddy on as they picked up their game. Matt, now very comfortable in his new role of right back, a position which he has made his and is determined to hang on to, had the position covered and was playing well placed balls either into the centre of midfield or down the wing for Ciaran to run onto. Either way it led to a Chaddy Park attacks on goal. Several times this formula worked with Ciaran causing many problems down the wing and earning himself three one on ones, which were shutdown, every time by the AFC Stanley keeper who was quicker off the mark than the Chaddy Park attack.  The first half ended with Chaddy Park chasing a team that was not 2 goals better, but fair play to them, they hadn’t squandered their opportunities either!

2nd half

The halftime team talk needed to point out some obvious deficiencies in some of the players’ performances.  A forced half time changed had to be made due to and injury in the centre of our mid-field seeing James Collins having to take no further part in the game. 

So, the second half started out the way the first should have. The boys pushed forward and took charge of the game. Chaddy now had the majority of the possession and used it, mostly to their advantage. Strikers Sam Carr and Aaron Clegg lead the Chaddy Park attack causing the opposition manager many nervous moments, which was more evident as the game progressed. The Chaddy midfield had also picked their game and were now in control of the middle of the field and this was were many of the breaks came from. On the odd occasion AFC Stanley broke through the midfield but was stopped by the reliable Chaddy Park back four, of Adam Fisher, Jordan Davenport, Matthew Cunningham and Sam Jackson.

After one such occasion the ball was played out from the back, through the midfield to find itself at the feet of Aaron Clegg, who was off like a ‘rat up a drain pipe’ leaving the AFC Stanley defenders in his tracks.  With the keeper advancing and forcing Aaron to go wide but was still one on one with the keeper.  Aaron having his thinking cap on, with the keeper about to challenge him Aaron, as cool as ice, chipped a perfect ball over the already committed keeper which nestled comfortably in the back of the net, Chaddy were back in the game with 5 minutes to go, 1-2.

The next 5 minutes were hectic as Chaddy tried to force another goal with a do or die attitude. It was almost like a piranha feeding frenzy in the Amazon!  But alas it was not to be and Chaddy could leave the field knowing that in the 2nd half they had done put in a performance to be proud of.  Because AFC Stanley knew only too well they got away very lightly indeed and on another day would have been mauled by Chaddy Park!

Outstanding performances today from all the back four Matt stamped his claim to right back firmly in the managers’ minds with a brilliant die-hard performance. Sam Jackson, a little quieter than usual, was reliable and showed why he works so well in the heart of our defence. Jordan gave his usual cool determined performance and Captain Adam Fisher gave a captain’s performance.  Always in the thick of it, never stopped running until he could run no more! Clayton and James worked hard in the midfield chasing everything down and fighting for every ball, until injury to James prevented him from continuing.  Clayton continued to work hard in the second and equally supported by the hard work of Patrick.   Aaron’s tireless work up front, pushing forward and constantly putting the opposition under pressure was finally rewarded with the goal.  A bad day for subs to be stood on the touchline, windy driving rain and feeling cold.  Not disheartened by this, James Stott and Thomas Dean put in a determined performance when they came on, pushing back what little strikes that AFC Stanley could muster up in the last 15 minutes of the game.  Likewise Alex Ralphs tried to get in to a difficult match when he came on, worked well in stages by winning the ball and looking to see who he could lay the ball into and start another Chaddy Park attack.  Connor Evans and Daniel Woodcock work away in the first half, but didn’t seem to quiet hit the performances that we know they can give and were struggling a little with the heavy conditions of the pitch and the weather.  Ellis Orchard standing in for the sick Ellis Jenner, showed how well he can hold on to a ball from any angle or power, put a halt to some of AFC Stanley’s attacks on the Chaddy goal.

Sadly, two of our regulars, Cameron Horner and Ellis Jenner, were both missing.  Cameron through injury and Ellis through illness were both greatly missed today and your team mates, managers and the Chaddy Park ‘Faithful’ wish them a speedy but FULL recovery.

Final score  Lost 1 - 2

Scorers :  Aaron Clegg

Man of match : Matthew Cunningham

