[image: image1.png]


CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 11 Cobras

Chadderton Park  v 
 Clayton Villa
  Home 
Date :  21/3/10
Team

Ellis Jenner, Adam Fisher, Matt Cunningham, Jordan Davenport, Sam Jackson, Aaron Clegg, Alex Ralphs, Nathan McGowan, Thomas Dean, Connor Evans, Pat Hollywood

Subs: James Ashton, James Stott, Daniel Woodcock, Morgan Hughes, Cameron Horner

Still suffering from last week’s shock result, the boys had something to prove today. The game started and they seemed like they wanted to make amends for last week’s performance.  They began well, attacking confidently and right from the start. Nathan McGowan in his debut match for the Sunday team, fought hard to win the ball in midfield before carrying it forward and playing Connor in. Connor received the ball and went one on one with the keeper looking set to put Chaddy in the lead.  However, the Clayton Villa goalkeeper was quick off his line to deny Connor.

Clayton Villa bounced back from Chaddy’s early attacks by launching forward themselves. A well-aimed shot from the Clayton Villa striker was watched carefully and saved well by Ellis Jenner. Then an early blow was delivered to Chaddy Park as Captain Adam Fisher was forced to leave the field with an injury. Whilst Chaddy were still trying to reshape themselves to cover for the injured Captain, Clayton Villa broke free again, the striker entered the penalty area and looked set to let loose his shot only for a last minute clattering tackle to be delivered to him courtesy of Jordan Davenport. The ball then found its way up the field to Connor who again went one on one with the keeper and again was denied by his skill and agility.

Another distressing blow found its way to landing on Chaddy Park’s lap as Sam Jackson was also forced to leave the field due to some slight pain from an old injury. Things were starting to look a bit grim, but it didn’t last as Nathan took the ball in midfield and laid it through to James Ashton. James pushed forward and after a bit of a scramble the ball was passed out to Connor who this time managed to slot it past the keeper and put Chaddy in the lead, 1-0.

However the lead wasn’t to last very long as Clayton Villa were allowed to break through too easily and were able to level the score, 1-1.

The grimness was about to return to Chaddy Park and shatter their short-lived joy as a massive hole in the midfield led to Clayton Villa breaking through many times. They finally got their reward when they broke through and despite Ellis being off his line early the ball was clipped past him and Clayton took the lead, 1-2.

Not long after Villa again broke through and the striker was allowed to shoot, the ball was goal bound and would have put them 1-3 up had it not been for Nathan’s off the line clearance to save the yellow and green army. Not long after the welcoming sound of the ref’s whistle blew the end of the first half, thankfully.

2nd half

The second half began as the first ended and Clayton thought they had put the game out of reach when they scored and it went to 1-3. With the rest doing him some good Sam Jackson was able to return to the game and it was obvious that his presence affected the team’s performance. Chaddy were straight on the attack with James Ashton going one on one with the keeper, only for him to be denied this time.

However, as we are all aware Chaddy never rest easy when losing and they continued to push forward. Nathan again won possession of the ball and he chipped a perfect ball over the Clayton defence for Alex Ralphs to run on to. Alex took control of the ball and knocked it past the oncoming keeper, before blasting it into the net just to prove that Chaddy weren’t done yet, 2-3.

Alex gained possession of the ball out on the left wing and in a spurt of determination he carried it forward. The defender thought he had Alex pinned in the corner, that was until he managed to skip past him and a second defender to cross in a wonderful ball which two Chaddy players were unable to connect with properly, however they did earn a corner.

The corner was whipped in by Matthew Cunningham and was met by the thundering foot of Alex. With a perfect volley the ball rattled the back of the net and Chaddy were back on track, 3-3.

Chaddy fought hard going forward but also when defending; when Clayton managed to break they were stopped in their tracks either by Jordan in the centre or by Matt out on the right.

Another blow fell on to Chaddy’s shoulders (How much can one team take in one game?) when Nathan had to leave the game due to an injury.

With minutes left in the game Chaddy were pushing forward, desperate for that final goal to give them the victory that in the second half they had earned. There was a scramble in the box and the ball was cleared diminishing the final attack, but the ball fell to James Stott who at 30 yards out fancied his chances and smacked the ball back towards the Clayton goalkeeper. The result was an amazing shot that would have had Paul Scholes begging for James to teach him how to do that. The ball flew over the reach of the keeper and settled in the net with James firmly making his mark on the game, 4-3.

Final score  won 4 - 3

Scorers :  Alex Ralphs 2, Connor Evans, James Stott

Man of match :  Nathan McGowan

