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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 11 Cobras

Chadderton Park       v 
AFC Oldham 
  Home 
Date :  11/10/09
Team

Adam Fisher (Capt.) Sam Jackson, Thomas Dean, James Stott, Ellis Jenner, Patrick Hollywood, Matthew Cunningham, Clayton Thomas, Daniel Woodcock, Connor Stansfield, Connor Evans

Subs: Jordan Davenport,Alex Thompson, James Ashton, Aaron Clegg, Ciaran Collins

I don’t know about football boots, the players should have been equipped with canoes as the warm up started in light drizzle and then as the whistle blew to start the game, so did the downpour – Hmm April showers?

An over-confident attitude towards the game left us wrong-footed and allowed AFC Oldham to draw first blood and left us looking like we were up the creek without a paddle (see earlier canoe reference!).

As the game progressed the team managed to get more and more out of shape, but after some clever work in midfield Clayton managed to carve out a shooting opportunity to level the score.  Ciaran entered the field of play after a tactical substitution.  He found himself out on the right wing and cut inside to rocket Chaddy Park into the lead.

This spurred the team on to bombard the AFC Oldham defence with yellow shirts, forcing a mistake from the back four.  Connor Stansfield took control of that mistake and slotted Chaddy Park into a two-goal lead. 

Matt received the ball wide on the left, danced past one player and squared up to another before cutting inside onto his deadly right foot.  He then clipped in a ball that was out of the reach of the keeper who could do nothing more than fingertip it into the roof of the net.

All was not as safe as we thought, as a sleeping Chaddy Park defence allowed the AFC Oldham forward to close the gap just before half time.

Half time: going in 4-2 up with the rain still pouring prompted the management to give “one of those” team talks.

The second half kicked off and the boys seemed to find their shape again, forcing attack after attack on the AFC Oldham defence. The ball eventually found Connor Evans in the danger zone who put away his first Chaddy Park goal and pushing us further into the lead. AFC Oldham did not take this lying down and forced them forward. Chaddy Park again lost their shape and from then on was a force of 7 or 8 going forward and a desperate 2 or 3 when defending. AFC Oldham managed to break through the unusually out of shape Chaddy midfield relatively easy and were allowed to put a third goal away. It was little joy for them at this point but it was still a goal that shouldn’t have been allowed to happen.

In an act of retaliation to the goal, Ciaran went on another run down the wing, taking on several players before finding himself in front of goal.  As he was preparing to shoot an AFC Oldham defender managed to get a foot to the ball and knock it away at the last minute. It wasn’t a very strong clearance and the ball only rolled a few metres to Connor Evans who buried a one-touch shot to secure his second goal and the final result.

The boys didn’t quite look like themselves on Sunday, many players were out of position too often and the team as a whole seemed dazed and confused. However, some good performances came from Clayton and Adam, who were unusually inconsistent throughout the game but often won the ball back and indeed seemed to be the only players willing to head the ball. A note to the rest of the team it’s only a football, it won’t hurt!

Other good performances came from the ever-reliable Aaron Clegg when he joined the game in the second half and Matthew Cunningham who showed that he wasn’t afraid to get stuck in where it hurts. Sam Jackson showed a return to form at the back in the first half and Ciaran again showed his effectiveness when going forward.

Final score  Won 7 - 3

Scorers :  Clayton Thomas 2, Connor Evans 2, Matthew Cunningham, Ciaran Collins, Connor Stansfield

Man of match : Aaron Clegg

