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CHADDERTON PARK 

 FOOTBALL CLUB

Under 10’s B

Chadderton Park B 
v Walshaw Sports White
  Neutral 
 Date : 21/3/09
Team

Ellis Jenner, Connor Stansfield, Jordan Davenport, 

Sam Jackson (Capt.),

 Matthew Cunningham, Nick Tavarozzi, Sam Carr,

 Clayton Thomas, Adam Fisher
After the erratic start of last week’s game, the boys looked like a different team right from the whistle, lead this week by Sam Jackson who wore the captain’s armband in place of the injured Adam Fisher. When Chaddy had control, the ball was pinged around the pitch with brilliant skill. When control was lost Chaddy hunted the ball down and won it back. A string of well timed, well-placed passes lead to Sam “The Sniper” Carr breaking through but the Walshaw goalkeeper denied him. The match looked set to be very evenly balanced as both sides probed and created chances.  Walshaw’s version of Sam Carr was causing us some problems down the left wing and gave Connor a hard time, with his quick feet and speedy runs.  With a little too many hearts in mouth situations in front of the Chaddy goal, some changes were required.  No sooner had we made the changes, Clayton found a foot in the face and had to retire while we sorted out his bloody nose.  Thankfully the river of blood stopped flowing and he returned to the pitch to put in his best performance to date.  Despite carrying an injury Adam Fisher stepped up to the mark ready to give his all.  This was soon clearly demonstrated when, straight from a goal kick Walshaw managed to break through and the Walshaw winger looked set to put them in the lead until a well-timed tackle from Adam sent him tumbling to the ground.  Walshaw again applied the pressure through their winger who looked set to make the game hard work for Chaddy Park defence but Adam Fisher soon had the measure of him and for once marked a player his own size, marked him out of the game.  Whenever the winger got the ball Adam was there to take it off him. An early goal kick was taken by Ellis, laying it out wide to Jordan who carried the ball down the wing skipping past two players before passing a perfect ball down the line to Sam Carr. Sam battled his way past the fullback and whipped in a wicked cross ball.  Unfortunately no one was able to make contact with it, otherwise it would have been in the net. Walshaw broke again from the back and their forward managed to get past Jordan but his shot was stopped by the calm and confident Ellis, whether or not he felt it he certainly looked calm and in control. The first half ended with both teams battling desperately for the lead in an unbelievably even match.

The Second half started with Chaddy upping their game and ultimately taking control for the most part. They managed to work the ball up from the back to Matty who carried it down the wing gliding past the defenders. He looked set to cross the ball in to the box where Sam Carr, Clayton and Nick were all waiting to put Chaddy in the lead.  However, just when everyone expected that to happen, Matt saw Sam Jackson on the middle of the park 25 yards out from goal and unmarked.  Laying a beautifully weighted ball at the right height for Sam to take it on the half volley.  Sam seized the opportunity and let off a Roberto Carlos style rocket shot that was set to break the goal in half until the keeper at full stretch pulled off the save of the season and stopped what would have easily been the goal of the season.  Minutes later Chaddy Park were on the attack again and a foul was given in Chaddy’s favour not far from the half way line. Matty stepped up and sent a perfect free kick into the box that Clayton was able to get his head to, unfortunately the ball just clipped over the cross bar, but it was a good sign on Chaddy’s behalf. The second half continued in this style with a valiant effort from Nick and a one on one by Clayton that were both saved by the skill of the Walshaw keeper. Similarly at the other end of the pitch Ellis kept Chaddy Park in the game with several superb saves. The whistle blew marking the end of normal play and both teams left the pitch, waiting anxiously for extra time. 

When the teams returned to the pitch the spectator size had doubled, with spectators from other games coming to watch this semi final, that had everyone on the edge of their seats, well Joanne had a camping chair!  The first half of extra time continued in much the same way as both teams battled to go into the lead, both going full out on attack to try to get that all important goal.  The first half over and still the teams were at locked horns and no one wanted to give in!  So, the second period of extra time exploded into life and creating chances at both ends.  Determination written all over the players’ faces and everyone of Chaddy’s players were doing whatever they could, Nick kept popping up to clear the lines from Walshaw corners, Matt was back tackling anything in White that had the ball.  In attack Clayton, Sam Carr, Matt and Nick were all pushing and knocking at the Walshaw door, but it wasn’t happening for Chaddy Park as they seemed to be thwarted by Walshaw throwing everything they could to block off the route. 

Then in a split second, disaster struck in the last minute of extra time. Walshaw were awarded a very dubious free kick on the edge of the area. The pitch fell silent as the Walshaw player stepped up to take the kick, the ball clipped with the precision of Ronaldo, sailed over the wall and into the top corner of our net, there was nothing anyone could have done to stop it.  Without any doubt it was a very good free kick. Desperate to equalise in the dying seconds of the game Chaddy pushed everybody forward in hope of an equaliser and consequently Walshaw managed to break out of defence and with no opposition in our half secured their victory with a second goal.  Which made the result tell a very different picture to those who witnessed a game that would have done justice to any cup final!

On the day there was no consoling the players who had given their all on the pitch and deserved to win. The managers, parents and the opposition felt for our boys.  However, every single Chaddy Park player can walk away from that with their heads held high as the performance they put in was first class and I cannot stress this point enough that EVERY player in a Chaddy Park shirt was outstanding! Ellis denied every shot that came at him in what was quite possibly the best performance of his Chaddy Park career. Jordan and Connor worked well in defence and are a match for any team to try and break, Jordan also showed his usual calm skilful talents when going forward, taking on board what he was asked to do and executed it remarkably well. Adam put in another fantastic performance as he chased everything, won everything and demolished anything with the ball, he spat blood, sweat and tears that day for Chaddy Park and should be proud. Clayton on the other hand did quite literally spit blood! After a boot to the face in the first half, he returned in the second to put in a determined performance. Matty worked hard throughout and caused many problems for Walshaw, especially after returning to the play, he was much stronger tackling, his passing was tremendous and awesome at times. Nick had an outstanding performance, where he played like a man possessed! He put in every effort going forward and chased everything in a white shirt to win the ball back for Chaddy.  Jacko lead the yellow and green army in his usual determined, unstoppable tour de force performance, giving 110% even though he wasn’t feeling 100% fit. Connor worked hard at the back in partnership with Jordan, although the Walshaw whippet caused him some problems at times.  Sam Carr likewise in his “do or die” fashion caused endless amounts of problems for Walshaw and scraped and scrapped for every ball, ran himself into the ground up and down the right wing, taking on and most times beating the fullback to cross some delightful balls into the box.  When he wasn’t doing that he was back tackling in mid field to win the possession back for Chaddy Park.

To sum up with one last note.  The boys should take some satisfaction in the fact that they took a team, who are not just two divisions above them, but are at the top of that division having only lost ONE game, to the final minute of extra time.  Throughout the whole of the match they had the Walshaw players, Managers, and Parents really worried that they were going to lose the game to the powerhouse that is Chadderton Park B.  

Boys, you made your Club, Managers and Parents and most importantly YOURSELVES proud for what you did on the pitch this day.  Long may this continue and let’s go and show the rest of our division that we are not to be messed with!

Final score: Lost 0 – 2 after extra time

Scorers :  

Man of match :  Ellis Jenner

